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Abstract; From the perspective of semiotics,
the formation and development of a sense of nation-
al community is not only a process of making full
use of relevant cultural symbolic resources, but al-
so a process of creating new cultural symbols repre-
senting the image of the national community. A-
midst the fierce competition for cultural symbols,
forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation, not only necessitates an effective dissemi-
nation and transmission of existing cultural symbols
but also the continuous reproduction of new cultur-
al IPs with the characteristics of the times and the
connotation of community spirit. According to the
ideographic characteristics and forms of cultural
symbols, those related to forging the sense of com-
munity for the Chinese nation can be divided into
five categories; 1) Direct political symbols, 2)
vivid ritualized symbols, 3) unified linguistic and
textual symbols, 4) specific political discourse
symbols, and 5) indirect natural symbols. In the
era of attention scarcity, these single cultural sym-
bols exhibit certain limitations in fostering Chinese
national community consciousness, and only
through the recombination of different symbol types
or innovation in the form of expression can the
sense of community for the Chinese nation be
forged more effectively using new cultural IPs.

Through analysis of the upgrading process of
“Village BA” ( Village Basketball Association )
from spontaneous multi-ethnic mass cultural partic-
ipation to consciously forging a strong sense of Chi-
nese national community, it is found that strategic
imitation of the NBA creates a sense of novelty and
contrast; a new IP emerges through comprehensive
dissemination via a matrix communication system;
connotative embedding is achieved through the in-
tegration of typical political symbols and ethnically
characteristic symbols; and the dissemination of

W
(9%}

symbols and the sharing of memories is promoted
through communication, interaction, and integra-
tion, transforming “Village BA” from a mass cul-
tural and sports activity brand into a new IP for
strengthening the Chinese national community con-
sciousness. The successful operation of the cultural
IP of the “Village BA” is a new cultural expres-
sion of the Chinese nation’s unity and progress in
the new era, promoting a creative fusion of existing
cultural resources and new cultural symbols and
providing a reference for generating new IPs for
forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation.

For the aforementioned reasons, this article
posits that the logical transformation and practical
exploration from cultural symbols to cultural TPs
has yielded new inspiration for innovative paths of
forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese
nation: 1) By promoting symbol integration and in-
novation to create distinctive symbols that represent
the Chinese national community; 2) by optimizing
the path of symbol dissemination to create super
cultural IPs through matrix dissemination and traf-
fic planning; 3) by elevating the awareness of the
Chinese national community from hidden to visible
through the organic embedding of explicit cultural
symbols; and 4) by innovating the forms of “com-
munication, interaction, and integration” activities
to make IPs for forging the consciousness of the
Chinese national community more palpable and ac-
cessible, creating more cultural IPs that can effec-
tively forge this consciousness in a perceptible way
and expanding more incremental cultural resources
for fostering this sense of community for the Chi-
nese nation.

Key Words:; forging a strong sense of com-
munity for the Chinese nation; “Village BA” ; cul-
tural symbols; cultural 1Ps
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