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Zhu Xi’ s Reinterpretation of Confucian Liangzhi Ethics

Zhao Zhengtai

Abstract: By distinguishing between “innate knowledge” ( 1) and “moral heart” ( K.3) , Zhu Xi con—
structed a Neo—Confucian framework for Confucian ethics of liangzhi. He defined “innate knowledge” as the
innate, universal, and original goodness, an immutable moral reality; while “moral heart” refers to the
pure state of the mind when not obscured by selfish desires, which functions and fluctuates in the empirical
world. This distinction not only ensures the universality and immanence of moral principles through “innate
knowledge ,” but also points out the necessity of acquiring knowledge and practicing vigorously by highlight—
ing the limitations of “moral heart.” Methodologically, Zhu Xi criticized the liangzhi theories of Lu Jiuyuan
and Lii Zuqian, emphasizing that although moral practice is rooted in the autonomy of the mind, cultivation
and expansion are necessary to manifest “innate knowledge.” His theory diverges from the School of Liang-
zhi Mind by rejecting the ontological—subjective unity of “mind as principle” and the present perfection of
“ready—made innate knowledge.” Instead, he asserts that the unity of the practicing subject and moral real-
ity can only be realized in daily life and practical application. This Neo—Confucian reinterpretation of Confu—
cian liangzhi ethics provides a philosophical framework for modern society to establish a morally responsible
consciousness of human nature that integrates both the foundation for virtue and the impetus for practice.

Key words: Zhu Xi  “innate knowledge’; “moral heart”; self-cultivation; Confucian practical discourse
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A Study on Rural Youth’ s Return—-Home Entrepreneurship
Based on a Multifaceted Rationality Analysis Framework

Xia Tao, Wu Licai

Abstract: Rationality constitutes the core element in constructing subject consciousness and also serves as
the intrinsic motivation driving individuals to take actions. Based on a case study of the rural youth’ s return—
home entrepreneurship in County C, central Anhui Province, this paper constructs a multifaceted rationality
analytical framework encompassing dimensions such as subsistence rationality, economic rationality, and so—
cial rationality, so as to reveal the evolutionary trend of rural youth’ s subjective rationality from monism to
pluralism and its structural tensions in the context of entrepreneurial practices. The study finds that rural
youth exhibit different value orientations in distinct stages of their return—home entrepreneurial process: in
the initial stage, they are guided by the value orientation of security and dominated by subsistence rationali—
ty; in the development stage, they take utility as the value orientation and shift to being led by economic ra—
tionality; in the stable stage, they embrace responsibility as the core value and gradually move towards so—
cial rationality. Specifically, subsistence rationality lays a solid foundation for entrepreneurial actions, eco—
nomic rationality dominates resource allocation, and social rationality guides the construction of social rela—
tions, with the three forms of rationality playing the roles of basic guarantee, overall coordination, and or—
ganizational cohesion respectively. Driven by the synergy of multiple rationalities, the return—home entrepre—
neurship of rural youth can effectively empower rural revitalization.

Key words: multifaceted rationality; rural youth; return—home entrepreneurship; rural revitalization
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